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All the other major languages of India, except one, belong
to the Indo-Aryan group. Hindi-Urdu is far and away the
most important of the group, and is sometimes referred to
as Hindustani. It is the nearest thing to an indigenous
lingua franca. Muslims and Hindus of the north use
Urdu ; and Hindus and Muslims of the south and centre
use one or the other of the forms, on a regional rather than
a religious basis. An Urdu speaker can make himself
understood in a Hindi-speaking area ; but neither can
understand the written language of the other. Urdu is
written in Arabic characters from right to left, and Hindi
in Devanagari script from left to right. Altogether some
eighty million talk in this latter tongue which has the support
of Pandit Nehru, and nearly all other leading Indians as
the one likely to become the language of law, politics and
administration. Marathi, Punjabi, Rajasthani, Oriya, and
Gujerati muster from twenty-one to eleven million speakers.
Outside both Indo-Aryan and Dravidian groups is Bengali.
It is the mother-tongue of fifty-four millions, and for two
reasons is of far greater moment than the number of users
indicates. It is probably read and written by a larger number
than any other Indian language, since the literacy figures
for the Bengal area are exceptionally high. It is also the
language of the only significant, modern Indian literature.
It is believed to owe its distinctive character to the mixture
of races populating the area. They are not a blending of
Indo-Aryan and Dravidian strains as in Central India, but
have been formed by the intermixing of Dravidians with
Mongol peoples who flooded into the country at a later
date than the Indo-Aryan invaders.
Indians would undoubtedly stop the survey of languages
right there. As far as they are concerned, that gives the
outline of the picture. But it is wilful blindness to pretend
that English is not a language of India though it is not in
any sense one of the Indian languages. Between twenty
and thirty million Indians have some knowledge of English,
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